                                           Maillardville Residents’ Association

                                                   Minutes- February 3, 2010

Present: Terrence Geernaert, DeeDee Blais, Paul Thompson

Regrets: John Bergen, Lorraine Bergen, Victoria Boire, Al Boire, Barb Hobson

17 other members/guests present including Mayor Stewart and MP Donnelly.

Meeting called to order at 7:00pm

Meeting agenda was accepted with no additions. David Ruckles moved acceptance of January’s meeting minutes, seconded by DeeDee Blais. Carried.

King Edward Overpass update. Terrence read out the city’s response, dated February 2, 2010, to the association’s letter of concern regarding changes to the King Edward overpass construction. A wide ranging discussion followed as members took advantage of the mayor’s presence to ask a variety of questions related to the overpass, Gateway, development of Brunette Avenue, traffic, access to businesses on the south side of Brunette Avenue (between the freeway and Lougheed hwy), and the Woolridge realignment. Some responses from the mayor:

       The city would look into the reduced accessibility of  Brunette Avenue businesses brought about by the new King Edward overpass.

       Brunette overpass will see only minor changes to it’s structure as most of the traffic arriving from the east is expected to flow over United Blvd, a new bridge and into N.W. That city will have to come to terms with replacing the current Bailey bridge. Improvements are required to increase the safety of pedestrians using the B. overpass to access the Braid street station.

        Even though the city is finalizing a list of five design concepts for the K.E. overpass, it is not contributing major funding for this project and hence decisions on what elements are included will be by others. There is a lot of other construction going on in SW Coquitlam of which the city will benefit, but which is being funded by the province.

Place Maillardville facility review. Paul gave a brief summary of a meeting which he had attended on January 28th involving community stakeholders. That meeting had been chaired by one of the consultants, Kevin Pike who have been hired by the city to come up with proposals for improving the community centre. Six options have now been presented. Options A,B,C are in the $20 million range. This kind of money will not be available until at least 2014. Options D,E,F range from $5-8 million and may be available in the near future. There are no guarantees. Mayor Stewart did say that this project is a priority of the current council. Diane Johnston noted that the latter three options had been added late in the day, and that many of the stakeholders were not happy with any of the options. Were there not any options between $8-20 million? Demolishing the current facility would be a hardship during the construction period for seniors. 

Planning session update.  All current board members attended a strategic planning session on January 7th  which was facilitated by Kevin Pike. Mr. Pike has come up with a draft Mission Statement, Vision Statement, a set of values and some key results. These will be refined later this spring by the board.

Clean up. February’s clean up has been cancelled. It will pick up again on Saturday, March 13th.

Olympic torch run.  Postcards announcing the February 11th torch run event at Mackin Park were distributed. A discussion followed on the route the run will take during the day and the event planned for the evening of the 11th. The tents are up in Mackin Park and are ready for Festival du Bois which will follow the torch run on the weekend of Feb. 13th,14th.

New Business. AGM is slated for April 7, 2010, Also in April (25th), there is the possibility of a civic bi election. The city has asked the provincial government to advise on a request to put off the date until sometime in the future. Word is expected by Feb.16th.  Hosting an all candidate’s meeting will be brought forward to the next meeting.

       Not a lot of enthusiasm was voiced for a spring garage sale. If it is to occur in May, it should be on the 1st, 8th or 15th.

        Darcy McNeil spoke about the Katimivik project currently happening in Coquitlam with it’s focal point of Maillardville. The participants, who are from all parts of Canada are picking up garbage, removing invasive plants, studying it’s green spaces and creating a visual record for the community.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50.

